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Don’t Miss the Opportunity to Lock in this Year’s Prices – 

The Maryland Prepaid College Trust’s 2008 – 2009 Enrollment Period Closes On April 6th, 2009.  
BALTIMORE (March 31, 2009) – The College Savings Plans of Maryland today announced that the Maryland Prepaid College Trust’s 2008 – 2009 enrollment period officially closes on April 6th, 2009.  The Prepaid College Trust is one of two 529 college savings plans administered by the College Savings Plans of Maryland that gives families an opportunity to lock in tomorrow’s tuition at today’s prices and is backed by the security of a Maryland Legislative Guarantee.  Joan Marshall, Executive Director of the College Savings Plans of Maryland commented, “In today’s difficult economy, the Prepaid College Trust allows Maryland families to gain the peace of mind that comes with knowing they have locked into today’s prices for future tuition benefits that their children or grandchildren can ultimately use at nearly any college - in or out of Maryland.” 
To enroll at current prices, enrollments need to either be postmarked by April 6, 2009 or completed online at www.collegesavingsmd.org until 12:00 Midnight on April 6th.  Online enrollment is encouraged since it offers a reduced enrollment fee. In either case, initial payments are not due to begin until August 1, 2009. Families can purchase as little as one-semester to up to five years of the University Plan.  One or two years of tuition at the Community College level are also available, as well as a combined “Two-Plus-Two” Plan that includes two years of Community College tuition and two years of University tuition. One-time “lump sum”, annual or monthly payment options are available.
The College Savings Plans of Maryland also administers another tax-advantaged 529 plan – the Maryland College Investment Plan, managed and distributed by T. Rowe Price.  This plan offers a variety of investment options, with no sales commissions, loads or enrollment fee, and enrollment is open year-round.  Both plans offer attractive federal and Maryland State tax benefits and can be used at nearly any accredited college in the country.  

It’s never too early or too late to start saving for a child’s future.  Maryland’s two 529 college savings options can help to jump start a strategy to reduce or perhaps eliminate the need to borrow down the road.  Many tools and resources to learn more about these plans are available at www.collegesavingsmd.org or by calling 1-888-4MD-GRAD to speak with a customer service representative.
Please carefully read the Enrollment Kit which describes the investment objectives, risks, fees, expenses, and other important information that you should consider before you invest in the College Savings Plans of Maryland. The Enrollment Kit is available online or by calling 1-888-4MD-GRAD. Also, if you or your beneficiary live outside of Maryland, you should consider before investing whether your state or your beneficiary’s state offer state tax or other benefits for investing in its 529 plan.
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