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Lock in Future College Tuition at Today’s Prices 
The Maryland Prepaid College Trust 2010 - 2011 Enrollment Opens December 1st
BALTIMORE (December 1, 2010) – The College Savings Plans of Maryland today announced that the Maryland Prepaid College Trust has opened its 2010 - 2011 enrollment period, which will run through April 4, 2011.  The Prepaid College Trust is one of two Section 529 plans offered by College Savings Plans of Maryland.  The plan enables Maryland parents, grandparents, and family friends to lock in future college tuition at today’s prices and is backed by the security of a Maryland Legislative Guarantee.  Nearly 28,000 Maryland children are currently enrolled in the Trust, and about 8,000 of them are now eligible to use their account towards attending colleges in Maryland and across the country.
The new Prepaid College Trust pricing, posted at CollegeSavingsMD.org , is available from December 1, 2010 until the enrollment deadline of April 4, 2011 for new enrollees, although initial payments are not due until August 1, 2011.  The Trust offers purchase options for as little as one semester at the university level or one year of community college.  In addition, there are an assortment of different payment options to help make the plans affordable.  Prices for the University Plan within the Maryland Prepaid College Trust have nominally increased by 3.0% over last year, due primarily to a similar tuition increase at most Maryland public 4-year colleges after four straight years of tuition freezes, while prices for the Community College Plans have increased approximately 5.0% over last year’s pricing.
The College Savings Plans of Maryland, an independent State agency, also administers another tax-advantaged 529 plan – the Maryland College Investment Plan, managed and distributed by T. Rowe Price.  The College Investment Plan offers a variety of investment options, with no sales commissions or loads, and enrollment is open year-round.  The Maryland College Investment Plan was recently given a "Top" rating by Morningstar, Inc. (10/25/10) based on the quality of the underlying investments, modest fees and the stability of T. Rowe Price's investment personnel.
Both plans offer generous Federal tax benefits and are the only 529 plans that provide a Maryland income deduction for Maryland taxpayers.  Plus, the plans may be used at nearly any accredited college in the country.  In fact, for the Prepaid College Trust, 67% of the all students that used their accounts for the Fall 2010 semester attended an out-of-state or private college.    
“Many parents understand how important it is to save for their children’s education; however saving for college is not easy,” said Joan Marshall, Executive Director of the CSPM. “We offer two 529 Plans that are affordable and fairly simple. Specifically, the Maryland Prepaid College Trust lets you save for college at today’s prices and is backed by a Legislative Guarantee.  With the recent news that student loan debt has now surpassed credit card debt for the first time, it is more important than ever for families to plan in advance to meet the rising costs of college.”

Please carefully read the � HYPERLINK "http://65.36.246.229/cspmd/documents/cspm_enrollment_kit.pdf" �Enrollment Kit �which describes the investment objectives, risks, expenses, and other important information that you should consider before you invest in the College Savings Plans of Maryland .  The � HYPERLINK "http://65.36.246.229/cspmd/documents/cspm_enrollment_kit.pdf" �Enrollment Kit �is available online or by calling  888-4MD-GRAD (888-463-4723).  Also, if you or your beneficiary live outside of Maryland, you should consider before investing whether your state or your beneficiary’s state offer state tax or other benefits for investing in its 529 plan.











