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College Savings Plans Network Rings in College Savings Month
Joan Marshall of the College Savings Plans of Maryland joins CSPN to ring NYSE opening bell to kick off 

30 Days of College Savings 
BALTIMORE, MD (August 22, 2011) – Executive Director of the College Savings Plans of Maryland, Joan Marshall, will join the leaders of the College Savings Plans Network (CSPN) to ring the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange this morning in preparation for College Savings Month, celebrated each September by 529 college savings plan sponsors and investors across the country. Ms. Marshall, Chair of CSPN, will ring the bell joined by state officials and investment managers as they encourage U.S. families to start saving for their children’s higher education expenses.  

“We are thrilled to ring the NYSE opening bell in advance of College Savings Month, since investing in our children’s future is one of the most important financial decisions American families can make,” said Marshall. “This September, we encourage investors to review their college savings portfolio and consider incorporating a 529 plan into their savings strategy. These convenient, affordable and tax-advantaged savings vehicles help parents, grandparents and loved ones finance their higher education goals and reduce their family’s reliance on student loan debt.”

The bell-ringing is part of the nationwide effort to call attention to College Savings Month and encourage families to open a 529 plan for their children or grandchildren. During College Savings Month, the College Savings Plans of Maryland will join the celebration of 30 Days of College Savings.  Two highlights of the month include College Savings Day at the Port Discovery Museum in Baltimore where the first 529 visitors will be given a special $5.29 admission price, and a September 23rd webinar featuring Ned Notzon, the retiring chairman of T. Rowe Price’s asset allocation committee.  The webinar is open to anyone interested in learning more about the College Savings Plans of Maryland and T. Rowe Price’s asset allocation committee’s strategy in managing the College Investment Plan’s portfolios.  More information about both events and further detail on the College Savings Plans of Maryland can be found at CollegeSavingsMD.org.

The College Savings Plans of Maryland, an independent Maryland State agency, offers two tax-advantaged 529 plans – the Prepaid College Trust and the College Investment Plan.  Both plans offer attractive federal and Maryland State tax benefits and can be used at nearly any accredited college in the country. Enrollment for the Prepaid College Trust is scheduled to open again on December 1, 2011, while enrollment in the College Investment Plan is open all year.  
###

Please carefully read the Enrollment Kit which describes the investment objectives, risks, expenses, and other important information that you should consider before you invest in the College Savings Plans of Maryland. The Enrollment Kit is available online or by calling 1-888-4MD-GRAD. Also, if you or your beneficiary live outside of Maryland, you should consider before investing whether your state or your beneficiary’s state offer state tax or other benefits for investing in its 529 plan. Please note that the availability of tax or other benefits may be conditioned on meeting certain requirements such as residency, purpose for or timing of distributions, or other factors, as applicable.
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